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YEAR 8
Curriculum

The Year 8 courses aim to provide a rich, comprehensive and well-balanced curriculum.

It is here that we encourage them to drill deeper, to ‘seek’ further answers, to develop
their higher order thinking skills and understand how they learn. Year 8 is designed

to be a motivating, challenging and self-driven learning journey where students are
challenged to investigate areas and issues of interest across a range of topics, subjects,
electives and experiences.

Students further their study of digital technologies encompassing engineering which
includes elements of coding and robotics, exploring systems in game design, 3D
printing applications, food creation and to dig deeper into non-traditional aspects

of their core subjects and a host of other exciting offerings. They make authentic
connections between their learning in different subjects and learn to transfer skills and
knowledge to deepen their leaning experience.

Over the year, students are expected to increasingly take responsibility for their own
learning, to take on genuine challenges, to support peers, to work together, and to
contribute to their school, and their local and global communities. Their digital toolkit
expands and they are given more opportunities to choose how they present evidence
of their learning.

Design thinking is implemented across the curriculum. Students are given the
opportunity to learn, lead and collaborate in vertical groupings in a number of cross
curricular challenges designed around our fundamental employability and learning for
life skills; critical thinking, creativity, coommunication, collaboration and enterprise.

Learning Diversity

We believe that every student is unique and learns in different ways. At Servite, we
are committed to supporting all students as they transition into secondary school,
ensuring they feel confident, capable and included in their learning.

Our programs are designed to cater for a wide range of learning needs, including
students who require additional support as well as those who benefit from extension
opportunities. Teachers use a variety of strategies to help students understand how
they learn best and to build their skills progressively.

Through inclusive teaching practices and targeted support, we aim to ensure that
every student has the opportunity to succeed, grow and develop a positive approach to
learning from the very beginning of their secondary school journey.

For further information regarding learning support, please contact Ms Ali Lang, Head of
Learning Diversity via email on ali.lang@servite.wa.edu.au




Cenrse Siraciare

COMMON COURSES

All Year 8 students at Servite College will study:

Religious Education

English

Health and Physical Education
Humanities and Social Sciences

Italian (or Literacy if enrolled in Year 7 Literacy Program)

Mathematics
Science

ELECTIVE COURSES

Students will also complete one elective of their choice from each of the Learning

Areas below:

Design Technology Elective

+

Digital Technology Elective

Visual Arts Elective Performing Arts Elective

Elective courses on offer include:

TECHNOLOGIES - DESIGN (Semester)
Food Technology
Graphics and Product Design
STEM
Textile Design Technologies
Wood Design Technologies

TECHNOLOGIES - DIGITAL (Semester)
Digital Technologies Creator

BY INVITATION
Gifted Education (Full Year)
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PERFORMING ARTS (Semester)
Boy's Dance and Movement
Dance (General)

Drama
Music

VISUAL ARTS (Semester)
Art and Design
Fine Art
Media



Cernngr. Courses

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION - EDUCATION IN FAITH O

Religious Education is taught to all students at Servite College. Students in Year 8 learn what
Catholics believe about important topics such as stewardship in creation, the roots of Catholic faith
in the Old Testament, the need for acceptance and belonging and the importance of the Parish
community and the liturgical calendar and items used in mass. The Religious Education courses at
Servite complement the Christian Service Learning and Retreat program at the College.

Learning outcomes are assessed through tasks that involve paragraph writing, multi-media
presentations, source analysis and short answer tests. Reading, discussion, research, debate and
creativity are tools used in lessons to open students minds to think more broadly about the role of
religion not just in their lives but the world beyond. Students are encouraged to apply these learnings
in the development of their own faith but this is not a requirement of the course.

The Religious Education programs at each year level have been prepared in accordance with the
current Guidelines for Religious Education of the Perth Archdiocese, with a special focus on the
Charisms of the Servite Order.

ENGLISH O

English is concerned with language and meaning, and with the ability to make meaning with
language. Students will be given opportunities for composing (being the writer, speaker, and
performer) and for comprehending (being reader, listener or viewer).

The central activities of English are the composition of texts and the comprehension of texts
created by students. Used in this way, the word ‘text’ has a meaning different from the usual sense
of a ‘textbook’ and is not restricted to a passage of writing. A text is any piece of communication
—a speech, a novel, a film, a play, a letter or newspaper article. All of these and many others are
important texts in the subject English.

The language and experience that the students bring to the classroom are valued and provide the
basis for further language development. Texts will be encountered which challenge and extend
understandings of language, oneself and the world around. We will explore issues currently
challenging our social structures as well as re-visit key issues from the past.

Students will have opportunities to use language as an instrument of learning, to explore new
thoughts, feelings and experiences and to communicate what they have learned to others. Students
will be encouraged to try new ways of using language, to practice what they learn and to value the
progress that they make.

Student achievement will be measured in terms of levels in the key learning area aspects of: Reading,
Writing, Speaking and Listening and Viewing.

Semester course 0 Full Year course



Cernngr. Courses

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION 9

In Year 8, the content provides opportunities for students to further examine changes to their
identity. They continue to develop and refine decision-making skills and apply them to a range of
situations, as well as in online environments.

Students investigate health-promotion activities that aim to improve the health and wellbeing of
young people and continue to develop critical health literacy skills, including the ability to distinguish
between credible and less credible sources of health information.

Students continue to broaden their repertoire of specialised movement skills and knowledge of
sophisticated tactical thinking skills, and apply these to an expanding array of physical activity
contexts. They build on skills to analyse their own and others’ performance and use basic terminology
and concepts to describe movement patterns and suggest ways to improve performance outcomes.

Students continue to reflect on, and refine, personal and social skills that support inclusive
participation and fair play, and contribute to positive team cohesion.

The curriculum provides opportunities for students to develop, enhance and exhibit attitudes and
values that promote a healthy lifestyle.

The curriculum comprises two strands:
Personal, social and community health;
Movement and physical activity.

The interrelated nature of the content provides opportunities for students to develop interpersonal,
communication, self-management, and decision-making skKills.

HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES ©
In the Year 8 Course, students will study the following topics throughout the year:
Civics and Citizenship
Economics
Geography
History

Civics and Citizenship

The curriculum provides a study of the responsibilities and freedoms of citizens and how Australians
can actively participate in their democracy. Students consider how laws are made and the types

of laws used in Australia. Students also examine what it means to be Australian by identifying the
reasons for and influences that shape national identity.

Economics

The curriculum provides students with the opportunity to further develop their understanding of
economics and business concepts by exploring the ways markets — including traditional Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander markets — work within Australia.

The rights, responsibilities and opportunities that arise for businesses, consumers and governments
are considered along with the influences on the ways individuals work now and into the future. The
emphasis in Year 8 is on national and regional issues, with opportunities for the concepts to also be
considered in relation to local community or global issues where appropriate.

Semester course @ Full Year course



Cernngr. Courses

HASS CONTINUED
Geography

There are two areas in the Year 8 curriculum for Geography:
Landforms and Landscapes
Changing Nations.

Landforms and Landscapes focus on investigating geomorphology through a study of landscapes
and their landforms. This course examines the processes that shape individual landforms, the values
and meanings placed on landforms and landscapes by diverse cultures, hazards associated with
landscapes, and management of landscapes.

Changing Nations investigates the changing human geography of countries, as revealed by shifts in
population distribution. The spatial distribution of population is a sensitive indicator of economic and
social change, and has significant environmental, economic and social effects, both negative and
positive. The course explores the process of urbanisation and draws on a study of a country of the Asia
region to show how urbanisation changes the economies and societies of low and middle-income
countries.

History

Students explore the transformation of society from the medieval world to the beginning of the
modern era. They investigate life in Medieval Europe, including feudal society, castles and the
growing influence of the Church. Students examine the causes and impacts of the Black Death
before exploring how the Industrial Revolution changed the way people lived and worked through
new technologies, urbanisation and social reform.

ITALIAN O

Year 8 Italian: Second Language builds on the skills, knowledge and understanding required of
students to communicate in Italian developed in Year 7 and focuses on extending their oral and
written communication skills and their understanding of the Italian language and culture.

Students communicate in Italian, maintaining interactions with peers and known adults to exchange
information and discuss aspects of school life, fashion, shopping and clothing, healthy eating, a
variety of regional Italian foods, weather patterns, seasons and leisure activities.

They engage in individual and collaborative tasks that involve making arrangements, or organising
events or outings. Students respond to texts describing and discussing aspects, such as characters
events and/or ideas.

Students become more familiar with the systems of the Italian language when encountered in
simple spoken and written texts. They continue to build awareness of the features of the Italian
sound system, identifying and producing consonant and vowel combinations, and experimenting
with differences in tone and rhythm between statements, questions, exclamations, requests and
commands.

Note: Students enrolled in the Literacy Program in Year 7 will continue in Year 8 in the place of
Italian.

Semester course 0 Full Year course
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MATHEMATICS O

In Year 8, students will explore various aspects of mathematics through understanding, fluency,
problem-solving, and reasoning. They will develop understanding by describing patterns involving
indices and recurring decimals, identifying commonalities between operations in algebra and
arithmetic, connecting rules for linear relations with their graphs, explaining the purpose of statistical
measures, and understanding measurements of perimeter and area.

Students are placed into one of three levels based on their mathematical ability, as assessed by their
performance in mathematics from the previous year.

Extension: For students with advanced proficiency in mathematics.
General: For students demonstrating a solid understanding and competence in the subject.
Foundation: For students needing to focus on essential skills and foundational knowledge.

Students have the opportunity to move between levels following a review of their results each
semester.

SCIENCE O

In Year 8, students are introduced to cells and explore specialised flowering plant and vertebrate
systems. They are also introduced to the structure of atoms and use representations to distinguish
between elements and compounds.

Students classify elements as metals and non-metals based on their physical properties and
distinguish between physical and chemical changes.

Students continue to develop a view of Earth as a dynamic system, exploring the interactions
between processes occurring at plate boundaries and the rock cycle and how these processes
explain patterns of change on Earth.

Students use physical properties to classify rocks and minerals and examine how properties of rocks
reflect their formation and influence their use.

Students classify different forms of energy as kinetic or potential and represent energy transfer and
transformation in simple systems. They explore in more detail how heat is transferred and electrical
energy is transferred and transformed.

Semester course 0 Full Year course
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TECHNOLOGIES - DESIGN

FOOD TECHNOLOGY ©

In this course, Year 8 students explore nutrition, food hygiene, and the sensory properties of food.
Through hands-on practical lessons, they learn the complete food production process, from selecting
ingredients and preparing food to cooking recipes and cleaning up safely.

Students will make healthy breakfasts, delicious snacks, and nutritious meals while developing food
preparation skills and confidence in using a range of kitchen equipment.

GRAPHICS AND PRODUCT DESIGN ©

Are you creative? Do you enjoy designing, drawing, creating, or coming up with new ideas? Year 8
Graphics and Product Design is your chance to turn imagination into reality.

In this hands-on subject, you'll explore how graphic communication and product design are used to
solve real-world challenges. Through sketching, technical drawing, and digital design, you'll develop
ideas, create solutions, and learn how designers plan, test, and refine their work. You'll experiment
with a range of design techniques, materials, and technologies while building your creativity and
problem-solving skills. Along the way, you'll investigate sustainable design practices, emerging
technologies, and the important role design plays in shaping the products, spaces, and experiences
around us.

STEM O

STEM is a hands-on subject that challenges you to think creatively, solve problems, and bring ideas
to life. Through a range of exciting projects, you'll explore how science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics work together to solve real-world challenges.

You'll learn to think like a designer, engineer, and innovator as you design, build, test, and improve
solutions. Working independently and collaboratively, you'll develop skills in planning, critical
thinking, commmunication, problem-solving, and project development while using a variety of tools,
technologies, and materials. If you enjoy creating, investigating, and discovering how things work,
STEM offers a fun and engaging opportunity to build skills that are valuable for future studies,
careers, and everyday life.

TEXTILE DESIGN TECHNOLOGIES 6

In this practical-based course, students develop fabric manipulation skills while creating a range
of textile products. They will be introduced to domestic equipment and fundamental techniques,
learning how to safely and effectively use a variety of tools throughout the design and production
process.

Students will apply the creative process to design and produce items such as a coaster, personalised
apron, and hand towel. Whether they enjoy being creative or simply want to learn new skills, this
course provides a fun and engaging introduction to textiles.

© Semester course O Full Year course
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TECHNOLOGIES - DESIGN continued

WOOD DESIGN TECHNOLOGIES

Do you enjoy creating, building, and making things with your own hands? Year 8 Materials Design
and Technology (Wood) gives you the opportunity to transform ideas into real products while
developing practical workshop skills.

Working with a variety of materials, tools, and equipment, you'll learn how to design, manufacture,
and evaluate projects that solve problems and meet specific needs. Through engaging hands-

on challenges, you'll build confidence in the workshop while developing creativity, collaboration,
and critical thinking skills. You'll also investigate how products are designed and made, explore
sustainability and ethical design practices, and discover how innovation shapes the world around us.
It's a rewarding subject for anyone who enjoys making, creating, and bringing ideas to life.

TECHNOLOGIES - DIGITAL

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES CREATOR

Step into the world of innovation and creativity with Digital Technologies Creator! This exciting Year
8 course empowers students to become confident digital problem-solvers and designers in a rapidly
changing technological world.

Students will explore how technology shapes the way we live, learn, and communicate — while
developing hands-on skills that blend creativity, logic, and innovation. Using Adobe lIllustrator,
students will design eye-catching digital graphics and learn the principles of professional visual
design. In TinkerCAD, they'll take their ideas into 3D, building virtual models and prototypes ready for
3D printing. The adventure continues with LEGO EV3 robotics, where teamwork and coding come
together to create, program, and refine autonomous robots capable of tackling real-world challenges.

This course encourages students to think critically, design creatively, and use technology responsibly.
By the end of the semester, students will have the skills and confidence to not just use technology —
but to create it.

Semester course @ Full Year course
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BY INVITATION

GIFTED EDUCATION O

Our Year 7 and 8 Gifted Education course is designed for students who are ready to extend their
thinking beyond the classroom. Through a series of dynamic learning cycles, students develop
advanced problem-solving, collaboration, creativity and critical thinking skills while working
alongside like-minded peers.

TRI-LEARNING CYCLES

Academic Mastery

Experience the excitement of one of Australia’s premier academic competitions — the da Vinci
Decathlon. Students develop teamwork and intellectual versatility as they explore challenges across
disciplines including engineering, code breaking, mathematics, creative producers. Humanities, and
science.

Design Thinking

Become a future-focused innovator by exploring emerging global issues and developing creative
solutions to complex real-world challenges. Students learn structured problem-solving, critical
thinking and effective communication through the internationally recognised Future Problem
Solving Program.

Ethics and Philosophy
Explore thought provoking ethical dilemmmas that shape our world. Students develop respectful

discussion, logical reasoning, and the confidence to consider multiple perspectives while engaging
in collaborative ethical inquiry.

This program runs twice weekly as a before school class.

10 |
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PERFORMING ARTS

BOY’S DANCE AND MOVEMENT 6

This practical and energetic course is designed specifically for boys who want to explore dance

in a supportive and engaging environment. Male students will develop technical and expressive
skills through Hip Hop, Breakdance, Street and Commercial Jazz, and Body Percussion. They will
learn choreographed routines, create their own movement sequences and work collaboratively to
solve creative challenges. Students will build confidence, coordination, commmunication, teamwork
and resilience while exploring how movement can be used to express ideas and connect with an
audience. They will also reflect on and evaluate their own and others’ performances. No previous
dance experience is required, and beginners are warmly encouraged to participate.

DANCE (GENERAL) ©

Exploring a range of popular, modern and traditional dance genres through improvisation and
choreographed works, the course offers a focus on ritual/tribal dance and hip hop. It will provide
opportunities for students to develop creatively whilst working both individually and with their peers.
Dance students will have the opportunity to perform in front of authentic audiences. Although some
prior dance experience/training is an advantage, this subject is also open to beginners.

DRAMA ©

Drama is an engaging, creative subject where students develop their communication skills, self-
confidence, performance skills and collaboration skills through practical, creative tasks. Students
work both collaboratively and individually within a range of enjoyable topics including improvisation,
play-building and scripted drama. Students will focus on characterisation, building tension in a
performance and staging of a scripted scene.

Students will also learn about some of the behind the scenes production roles including sound
designer and set designer. Students will perform their work to an audience of their peers and may
have the opportunity to perform for a wider audience at a school based event.

MUSIC O

This course is designed for students who have an interest in music and wish to build on their overall
knowledge and performance skills. The course is open to beginners, although some prior experience
in learning a musical instrument (either through the Servite College Instrumental Music program or
through a private tutor) is advantageous. Lessons are highly practical and engaging for students, and
focus on performing contemporary music on a range of instruments and composition activities.

1 |
© Semester course 0 Full Year course
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VISUAL ARTS

ART AND DESIGN O

This course is an introduction to art skills and art appreciation. Students explore a range of creative
techniques to produce two and three dimensional functional art works that communicate their own
original ideas and explore feelings. Drawing, graphics and ceramics form the basis of this fun course.
Students with limited artistic ability are warmly encouraged to undertake this hands on course.
Progress is assessed primarily through practical work, however, students are expected to engage in
analysis, discussion and reflective work practices in their journals. Showcases.

FINE ART ©

Fine Art is a subject that allows students to explore and express their creativity through observational
drawing, drawing development, studio practice, visual literacy, art criticism and reflection in both
past and present contexts. Students develop an understanding of the elements and principles of

the visual arts. The main studio areas that are covered are selected from drawing, painting and
printmaking. Some elementary art appreciation will also be involved. Importance will be placed on
originality, visual inquiry and the quality of artwork produced.

MEDIA ©

In Year 8, students are provided with opportunities to view media work within the context of the
selected focus chosen by the teacher. Students investigate basic communication models. They apply
their understanding of intended audience, purpose and context in their productions and in their
response to their own and others’ media work. Students in Year 8 look specifically at photo editing,
stop motion and video analysis, putting what they have learnt into practice by working in a group
and producing a short video. Students gain experience in following timelines and using processes
and strategies to ensure safe and responsible use of media equipment.

12 |
© Semester course 0 Full Year course
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The following is a general overview of how a student might progress along a pathway from Year 7 to Year 12.
Pathway movement can be flexible and unless prerequisites are stated (refer to individual year group
Curriculum Guides), students are able to begin a pathway at any point in time.

Year 7 Subject

Religious Education

Year 8 Subject

Year 9 Subject

Year 10 Subject

Year 11 Subject

Year 12 Subject

Religious Education

Religious Education

Religious Education

Religious Education

Religion and Life
General

Religion and Life
General

Religion and Life ATAR

Religion and Life ATAR

English
English General English General
English Foundation English Foundation
English English English English J - = -
English ATAR English ATAR
Literature ATAR Literature ATAR

Health + Phys Ed

Health and Physical

Health and Physical
Education

Physical Education

Physical Education

Education Physical Education Studies ATAR Studies ATAR
Studies Physical Education Physical Education
Health and Physical Health and Physical Studies General Studies General
Education Education ) . Certificate Il in Sport Certificate Il in Sport
Li | FC Li | FC
[Verpoo \Verpoeo and Rec (Liverpool) Coaching (Liverpool)
Outd Educati Outd Educati
Outdoor Education Outdoor Education ytdoor Education utdoor sducation
General General
Specialist Sport Certificate Il in Sport Certificate Il in Sport
P P and Rec (General) and Rec (General)
HASS

Humanities and
Social Sciences

Humanities and
Social Sciences

Humanities and
Social Sciences

Humanities and Social
Sciences

Ancient History General

Ancient History

General
Economics ATAR Economics ATAR
Geography ATAR Geography ATAR

Modern History ATAR

Modern History ATAR

Intro to Business and

Business and

Accounting and Finance
ATAR

Accounting and
Finance ATAR

Business,

Italian: Second
Language General

Accounting Accounting Business, Management
. Management and
and Enterprise General .
Enterprise General
Italian
Italian: Second Italian: Second
L ATAR L ATAR
Italian Italian Italian Italian il Pl ElneRiel

Italian: Second
Language General

Mathematics

Mathematics

Mathematics
Extension

Mathematics
Extension

Mathematics Extension

Mathematics Specialist

Mathematics

ATAR Specialist ATAR
Mathematics Methods Mathematics Methods
ATAR ATAR

Mathematics General

Mathematics General

Mathematics General

Mathematics
Applications ATAR

Mathematics
Applications ATAR

Mathematics
Foundation

Mathematics
Foundation

Mathematics
Foundation

Mathematics Essentials
General

Mathematics
Essentials General

Mathematics
Foundations General

Mathematics
Foundations General

Science
Biology ATAR Biology ATAR
Chemistry ATAR Chemistry ATAR
Human Biology ATAR Human Biology ATAR
Human Biology General Human Biology
Science Science Science Science . - - " Ge'neral -
Science in Practical Science in Practical
General General
Physics ATAR Physics ATAR
Psychology ATAR Psychology ATAR
Psychology General Psychology General
13 | Common courses Elective courses
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Year 7 Subject

Technologies

Year 8 Subject

Year 9 Subject

Year 10 Subject

Year 11 Subject

Year 12 Subject

Technologies Design
- Foods

Food Technologies

Food Science
Technologies

Food Science
Technologies

Food, Science and
Technology General

Food, Science and
Technology General

Textile Design
Technologies

Textile Design
Technologies

Textile Design
Technologies

Materials Design and
Technology General -
Textiles

Materials Design and
Technology General -
Textiles

Family Community
and You

Children, Family and the
Community General

Children, Family and
the Community
General

Technologies Design
- Wood

Wood Design
Technologies

Wood Design
Technologies

Wood Design
Technologies

Materials Design and
Technology General -
Wood

Materials Design and
Technology General -
Wood

Graphics and

Graphics and Product

Graphics and

Fine Art

Fine Art

Visual Arts General

Product Design Design Product Design
STEM STEM STEM . . . .
Applied Information Applied Information
Cybersecurity: Rise of Technology General Technology General
Technologies Digital Digital
2 X the Hackers .
- Digital Technologies — Web Design
Technologies Creator Gamne Desigt Mieie
than Just a Gamer
The Arts
Dance Dance
Dance Dance General Dance General
Dance / Drama Boys Dance Boys Dance
Drama Drama Drama Drama General Drama General
Music Music Music Music Certificate Il in Music
Art and Design Art and Design Visual Arts ATAR Visual Arts ATAR
Art and Design Visual Art

Visual Arts General

Media

Media

Media Production

Media Production

Media, Production and
Analysis General

Media, Production and
Analysis General

Gifted Education

Gifted Education

Gifted Education

Gifted Education

Gifted Education

Curtin Rising
Scholars Units

Curtin Rising
Scholars Units
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Careers
Career and Career and
Employability General Employability General
Certificate Il in
Careers

Workplace Skills

Additional Certificates
with RTOs

Additional Certificates
with RTOs

Common courses

Curtin UniReady

Curtin UniReady

Elective courses
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